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PORT CLINTON -- Connie Snyder likes to bring sources of inspiration to her creative writing

RistopcalicnlEs class that make students more creative.
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Sometimes, another author can spark their imaginations, said Snyder a teacher at
Travel Immaculate Conception School.
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"It's a new experience for most of the kids," Snyder said. "The kids were really excited about
meeting her."

Stanek's book, her first, is expected to arrive in stores next summer 2007. She also has
published short stories in "Highlights" children's magazine and written for non-profit groups.
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Her fictional stories are often based around a historic event or time period, and she is
working on a non-fiction children's book about the development of blimps.

An 1850s New York Times editorial about pigs and cattle in New York helped inspire "The
Pig and Miss Prudence," a story of a woman who attempts to shoo away a pig but instead is
Find the right car whisked away on its back.

for you.

"There was a terrible prob

"There was a terrible problem with people letting their livestock in the streets," she said. "I
thought, for an urban child today, that would be really unusual."

She has a degree in elementary education, but she became a writer while she was a stay- Stanek
at-home mom. Her children inspired her to write a novel, which was too long to be
published, for them.

Since then, she has made writing a career.
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